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By  Bill  Baker,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 

Psalm  132:7 
Hebrews  9:2-12 

' ' ^sufficient  number  of  embarrassing  experiences  has 
^ught  me  the  importance  of  clearly  understanding  an  as- 
s'gnment  —  showing  up  at  the  wrong  church  to  preach, 

“fnving  for  a  speaking  engagement  a  week  early,  studying 
a*  wrong  chapter  for  the  test.  When  I  was  assigned  the 
Privilege  of  preaching  the  convention  sermon  I  im- 
™«iiately  began  asking  questions  about  the  assignment 
which  lead  me  to  conclude  that  this  is  an  hour  of  worship. 

^eforc,  this  pulpit  does  not  become  a  soap  box4oday  for 
we  propagation  of  some  pet  notion,  but  a  sacred  box  where 
we  unworthy  seeks  to  lead  the  unworthy  into  the  Taberna¬ 
cle  of  God. 

Speaking  of  the  Tabernacle,  that’s  exactly  what  I  intend 
to  d°  Constructed  with  impressive  materials  of  gold, 
alver,  brass,  fine  wood  and  fancy  tapestries,  the  Taberna¬ 
cle  is  something  to  behold.  Bu.  since  the  Tabernacle  repre- 
the  presence  of  God  among  His  people  and  typifies 

®e  divinely  appointed  meaife  whereby  sinful  man  can  ap-  _ 

Proach  holy  God,  we  are  not  here  to  behold  something,  but  away.  When  Dr.  Gore  began  to  cover  the  mold 
to  behold  someone.  charcoal  to  prevent  heat  loss,  I  could  only  think 

i(  "hen  God  gave  the  Tabernacle  design  to  Moses  He  said,  when  from  the  sixth  hour  until  the  ninth  hour 
"And  there  I  will  meet  with  you”  (Exodus  25:22).  What-  darkness  over  all  the  land  (Matt.  27:45).  Here  a 
ever  one  might  elect  to  say  about  worship  he  must  include  of  judgment  our  Lord  experienced  no  relief  fron 
wis  —  it  is  a  meeting  with  God .  In  our  worship  experience  sity  of  suffering  for  our  sin.  Thus,  to  believe  on  Cl 

today  we  will  move  into  the  Outer  Cpurt,  the  Holy  Place  and  to  accept  His  atonement  for  our  sin.  It  must  I 

on  to  the  Holy  6f  Holies.  intend  to  worship  Him.  We  should  note  that  tl 

Requirements  For  Admission  sacrifice  had  capacity  to  contain  all  other  furi 

There  are  three  unalterable  requirements  for  admission  ,  Continued  on  Pace  i 


into  this  place  of  worship,  the  first  one  being  entrance 
through  the  Door  (Exodus  27:16).  The  idea  of  only  one 
entrance  should  silence  the  erroneous  belief  that  there  are 
many  approaches  to  Him.  There  is  no  possibility  of  our 
ever  getting  to  the  place  of  worship  until  we  have  come 
through  that  Door .  And  that  Door  is  unmistakable  for  Jesus 
said,  ‘Tam  the  door:  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
saved  (John  10:9),  and  “hethatenterethnotby  the  door . . 
is  a  thief  and  robber”  (John  10:10). 

At  The  Sixth  Hour 

The  second  requirement  for  admission  to  the  place  of 
worship  is  an  acceptable  sacrifice  at  the  Altar  (Exodus 
37:1-3).  The  Altar  is  made  of  brass,  and  brass  typifies 
judgment  in  the  Bible,  so  this  is  the  place  of  judgment.  In 
order  to  make  brass,  copper  is  melted  and  solid  pieces  of 
Zinc  are  added  to  the  melted  copper.  The  zinc  melts  rapid- 


MBC  Passes  Budget, 
Votes  Clarke  Study 


Published  Since  1877 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Mississippi  Baptists  re-elected  Bill 
Causey,  pastor  of  Parkway  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  to  a  second  one  year 
term  as  president,  passed  an  $11.2 
million  budget  for  1960.  and  offered  re¬ 
solutions  concerning  world  hunger, 
gambling,  abuse  of  alcohol,  and  televi¬ 
sion  immorality. 

In  addition,  messengers  to  the  144th 
annual  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
voted  to  ask  for  a  study  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Education  Commission  to  help 
determine  the  future  of  Clarke  College 
in  Newton  which  has  an  enrollment  of 
149.  The  recommendation  came 
jointly  from  the  Mississippi  Education 
Commission,  the  Clarke  Trustees,  and 
the  Convention  Board. 

Messengers  passed  seven  resolu¬ 
tions.  They  recommended  participa¬ 
tion  in  World  Hunger  Day,  Aug.  6. 1980. 
encouraged  churches  to  observe  an 
anti-gambling  education  emphasis  in 
January  1980.  and  pointed  out  biblical 
principles  contrary  to  gambling. 

The  resolution  on  abuse  of  beverage 
alcohol  noted  that  relaxed  controls  of 
the  sale  of  alcohol  tend  to  increase 
consumption  and  said  tax  revenues 
from  its  sale  do  not  begin  to  offset  the 
economic  cost  of  dealing  with  alcohol- 
related  problems. 

The  television  and  morality  resolu¬ 
tion  pointed  out  a  continuation  of  the 
deterioration  of  moral  quality  in  tele¬ 
vision  programming  and  messengers 
encouraged  local  network  affiliates  to  Ttl‘s  y0af  S  convention  offered  a  reception  for  missionaries  and  chaplains  which 

attracted  a  large  crowd.  The  reception,  held  at  the  Baptist  Building  after  the  Tuesday 
evening  missions  program,  allowed  Mississippians  to  shake  hands  with  and  thank 
missionaries  and  chaplains  for  the  jobs  they  are  doing 


refuse  to  carry  network  programming 
which  the  community  determines  un¬ 
acceptable. 

Other  resolutions  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Unit,  offered  con¬ 
tinued  support  for  Bold  Mission 
Thrust,  and  thanked  the  city  of 
Jackson,  First  Baptist  church,  news 
media,  and  convention  officers,  com¬ 
mittees  and  staffs  for  hospitality  and 
service  offered. 

Other  officers  elected  to  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  were  Ferrell 


Cork,  first  vice  president,  and  David 
Millican,  second  vice  president.  Cork 
is  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church. 
Aberdeen.  Millican  is  pastor  of  South 
McComb  Baptist  Church,  McComb. 
Re-elected  recording  and  assistant  re¬ 
cording  secretary,  respectively,  were 
Joe  Odle  and  Paul  Harwood.  Odle  is 
retired  editor  of  the  Baptist  Record; 
Harwood  is  pastor  of  College  Hill 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 
The  $11.2  million  budget  allocates  33 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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ire  New  Facility 


By  Tim  Nicholas  Ross,  former  director  of  Our  Town,  only  be  allowed  to  hand  over  the  prop- 

Trustees  of  the  Baptist  Children’s  Inc.  Village  attorneys  are  negotiating  erty  to  another  non-profit  group,  such 

Village  voted  Friday  to  accept  an  offer  for  the  purchase  of  Ross  property  to  be  as  the  Children’s  Village, 

of  a  complete  child  care  facility  near  added  to  the  child  care  property.  The  Our  Town  property  was  origi- 

Brookhaven,  according  to  an  an-  Paul  Nunnery,  Baptist  Children’s  nally  donated  by  a  Baptist  couple  in 

nouncement  by  W.  F.  ( Pete )  Evans  of  Village  director,  said  that  in  exchange  the  Fair  River  area  near  Brookhaven 

Meridian.  Village  trustee  president.  for  the  deed  to  the  two  tracts  of  land  by  the  late  Earl  B.  Dickerson  and  his 
The  facility,  known  as  Our  Town,  and  improvements,  the  Village  will  wife  as  a  memorial  to  their  late  son, 

Inc.,  includes  two  parcels  of  land,  one  assume  indebtedness  of  Our  Town,  Horace  Dickerson.  The  facility  oper- 

approximately  133  acres,  eight  miles  Inc. ,  up  to  a  total  of  f  150,000.  ated  for  several  years  as  a  child  care 

SSmut  of  BtooUmvw  on  US 94.  it  ta  •  — — Hvnnery  xatd  the  «*ttr-OWir  board  facility  and  was  rfnanri  recently  in 
wooded  tract  with  buildings  and  fur-  approached  the  Village  trustees  and  connection  with  the  financial  prob- 
nishings  in  place  for  child  care.  The  said  that  because  of  severe  financing  lems. 

other  piece  of  property  is  on  slightly  problems,  asked  the  Village  to  con-  Nunnery  said  that  he  hoped  that  the 
less  than  11  acre  about  four  miles  from  sider  taking  over  the  property.  Nun-  facility,  which  will  be  operated  as  a 

Brookhaven  with  an  18,000  square  foot  nery  said  that  the  Our  Town  group,  branch  of  the  Village,  will  be  in  use  by 

concrete  and  steel  building  formerly  which  holds  a  non-profit  license,  would  the  early  part  of  1980. 


Those  Five  Grains  of  Corn 


If  there  were 
five  grains  of  corn 
on  my  dinner  plate 
like  the  Pilgrims  once 
were  allowed  for  daily  fare, 
would  I  express  thanks 
to  God  as  they  did? 


Today  on  Thanksgiving  Day 

in  our  great  nation. 

as  we  dine  on  turkey  and  dressing 

with  families  and  friends. 

let  us  remember  those  five  grains  of  corn 

of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers,  *• 

and  in  the  words 

of  the  Psalmist  pray 


We  know  how  valiantly 

the  sturdy  pioneers  endured  hardships 

but  they  kept  their  faith 

in  a  strange,  wild  land, 

and  took  time 

to  read  the  Bible 

by  flickering  firelight, 

prayed  for  guidance  and  protection, 

gave  thanks  to  God 

for  every  blessing 


Convention  Officers 


Frances  Smira.  WMU  director  at 
Jackson's  First  Baptist  Church,  accepts 
an  award  in  behalf  of  the  church  from 
Lewis  Myers,  Sr.,  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  First,  Jackson  gave  $27,427  to  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
1978.  This  was  the  highest  given  by  any 
church  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  for  that  year 


Blessed  be  the  Lord 
who  daily  loadeth  us 
with  benefits, 
and  feel  proud 
to  be  an  American. 


Front  row  left  to  right  are  Bill  Causey,  pastor  of  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  presi¬ 
dent;  Ferrell  Cork,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Aberdeen,  first  vice  president;  David 
Millican,  pastor  of  South  McComb  Church,  McComb,  second  vice  president.  Second 
row  from  left:  Paul  Harwood,  pastor  of  College  Hill  Heights  Church,  Oxford,  assistant 
recording  secretary;  and  Joe  Odle,  retired  editor  of  the  Baptist  Record,  recording 
secretary. 


udmeis.  v.raig  ana  nrenaa  Jonnson,  and  Donald  and  Linda  Johnson.  miHJllg  rl.ll  1 

The  C.  Johnsons  The  D.  Johnsons  Birmingham,  Aia.  —  “Among ah 

Nations”  is  both  the  theme  and  the  ob- 

The  Johnsons  will  work  in  Mexico.  The  Johnsons  will  work  in  Peru  jective  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 

where  he  will  be  a  general  evangelist  where  he  will  be  a  music  promoter  and  F orei(5n  Missions  and  the  Lottie  Moon 

and  she  will  be  a  church  and  home  she  will  be  a  religious  education  prom-  Christmas  Offering,  1979. 

worker.  Johnson  is  pastor  of  Eddice-  oter.  They  are  students  at  New  Or-  The  theme  for  eight  days  of  prayer, 

ton  (Miss.)  Baptist  Church,  Both  are  leans  (La.)  Baptist  Theological  Semi-  December  2-9,  is  taken  from  the  first 

students  at  New  Orleans  ( La. )  Baptist,  nary.  Until  recently  he  was  minister  of  chapter  of  Romans.  Like  Vie  apostle 

Theological  Seminary,  where  he  ex-  music,  youth,  and  bus  at  Como  Baptist  Paul.  Southern  Baptists  are  striving  to 
pects  to  receive  the  master  of  divinity  Church,  Sterling,  Ill.  preach  the  Good  News  of  Christ 

degree  and  she  expects  to  receive  a  Born  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J  Johnson  “Among  All  Nations.” 

diploma  in  December.  lived  in  Kenilworth,  N.  J.,  arid  Gaines-  The  objective  is  to  give  personal 

Born  in  Albuquerque,  N.  M.,  ville,  Fla.,  while  growing  up  He  is  a  Prayer  support  for  2,912  missionaries 

Johnson  lived  in  Forest  Park,  Ga.,  graduate  of  Stetson  University,  and  in  95  nations.  Prayer  will  also  reach 

while  growing  up.  He  is  a  graduate  of  earned  the  master  of  music  degree  toward  the  year  2,000  when  the  South- 
-  Georgia  Institute  of  Technology,  At-  from  New  Orleans  seminary.  Mrs.  ern  Baptist  Convention  wants  to  have 
lanta.  He  served  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Johnson,  the  former  Linda  McNabb  of  missionaries  in  125  nations. 
Corps  Reserve  and  was  industrial  de-  Miami,  Fia.,  is  a  graduate  of  Florida  1116  Week  o{  Prayer  will  culminate 

signer  and  research  and  development  State  University,  and  earned  the  mas-  in  the  world’s  largest,  most  meaning- 

project  leader  for  manufacturing  ta*  of  religious  education  degree  from  ful  gift,  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of- 
companies  in  Nashville  and  Murfrees-  New  Orleans  seminary  fering  for  Foreign  Missions.  National 

boro,  Tenn.  The  Johnsons  also  were  Both  were  summer  missionaries  for  8oal  for  the  offering  is  $40,500,000. 
summer  missionaries  in  Oregon  under  tie  Florida  Baptist  Student  Union-  he  The  {ore‘8n  missions  observance  is 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  in  Washington  and  Oregon  and  she  in  the  highlight  of  Southern  Baptist-style 
Board.  Florida.  He  was  a  part-time  music  di-  Christmas.  It  is  a  91-year-old  custom 

Mrs.  Johnson,  the  former  Brenda  rector  at  Westside  Baptist  Church  which  has  come  to  provide  more  than 
Sealock,  was  born  in  Atlanta.  Ga  ,  but  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  and  at  First  half  the  funds  for  the  SBC  Foreign 
grew  up  in  College  Park  and  Forest  Baptist  Church,  Ormond  Beach  Fla  Missi°n  Board. 

(Continued  on  page  3)  (Continued  on  page  3)  The  invitation  to  pray  and  give  for 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Barbara 
Massey,  former  minister  of  children’s 
education.  First  Baptist  Church, 


Jackson,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  has  joined  the 
staff  of  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union, 
Auxiliary^)  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion.  . 

Miss  Massey  will 
edit  two  magazines 
-  .  Discovery, 

*lassey  monthly  magazine 
for  members  of  Girls  in  Action,  the 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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Fosters  Will  Leave  For 
Surinam  Early  In  1980 


By  Anne  McWilliams  In  Surinam  ( many  still  think  of  it  as  appointment  service  the  Foreign  Mis- 

James  and  Zelma  Foster,  who  were  Dutch  Guiana)  they  will  live  in  sion  Board  had  had  up  to  that  time,  and 
appointed  32  years  ago  as  missionaries  Paramaribo,  the  capital  city,  where  he  was  appointed  in  another  service 
toChina.andwhosubsequentlyserved  they  plan  to  work  with  English-  that  same  year,  in  one  of  the  smallest 

26  years  in  the  Philippines,  have  now  speaking  and  Chinese-speaking  appointment  services  up  to  that  time, 

been  appointed  to  Surinam.  groups  and  hope  to  establish  churches  They  got  engaged  in  May  and  married 

The  reappointment  was  effective  with  both.  In  July,  1947. 

Nov.  15.  The  Fosters  expect  to  leave  In  the  early  summer  this  year,  when  They  were  in  China  at  Kunshan 

for  their  new  field  early  in  1960.  He  has  the  Fosters  initiated  discussions  with  Kiangsu,  until  all  missionaries  had  to 
resigned  at  Briel  Avenue,  Natchez,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  to  apply  for  leave  in  1949,  In  the  Philippines  from 
where  he  has  been  pastor  and  they  reappointment,  Charles  Bryan  of  the  1949  until  1975,  both  were  on  the  Baptist 
have  moved  to  742  Woodlake,  Jackson  Boat’s  staff  immediately  thought  of  seminary  faculty  in  Baguio;  in  Manila 
( phone  366-9577. )  Surinam  as  a  place  where  they  could  he  was  mission  treasurer. 

fill  a  need,  because  they  hyl  previ-  While  in  the  Philippines  she  wrote  a 
0usly  worked  with  Chinese-speaking  mission  study  book.  Marriage,  Money 
people  (Mandarin  dialect  i  in  the  and  Harmony.  "The  Chinese  spend 
Philippines,  and  had  studied  the  Wu  tirely  too  much  on  weddings'"  she 
dialect  while  they  were  serving  in  said,  "so  I  wrote  about  the  family  and 
China.  Since  Dutch  is  widely  spoken  in  budgeting." 


Singing  Churchmen  Elect  Officers 


James  and  Zelma  Foster  are  living  in 
Jackson,  as  they  prepare  to  leave  for 
Surinam.  Mrs.  Foster,  an  artist,  did  the 
painting  in  the  background. 


Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Mississippi  singing  Churchmen  are  from  left  to  right: 
George  McFadin  —  president-elect;  Bill  Sellers  —  publicity  director;  Louis  Nicolosi 

—  south  area  director;  Mike  Burt  —  orchestra  and  audio-visual  director;  Dan  C.  Hall 

—  choral  director;  Rick  Munn  —  north  area  director;  Truitt  Roberts  —  handbell 
director;  Farley  Earnest  —  central  area  director;  Perry  Robinson  —  president;  (not 
pictured.  Agnes  Batson,  secretary-treasurer). 


cepted  Jesus  as  her  Savior.  Though 
her  home  was  not  in  Natchez  she  asked 
to  be  baptized  at  Briel  Avenue. 

In  the  Easter  flood  her  home  had 
been  damaged.  Different  individuals 
had  aided  in  repairing  it  so  it  was  even 
better  than  before.  When  shespoke  to 
the  church  she  could  open  both  her 
,,,,  eyes.  She  said,  “I  have  a  new  house, 
new  health,  and  new  life  in  Christ,  all 
at  once!  And  I  thank  God  for  all  this! 
He  has  answered  your  prayers.” 

A  member  of  the  congregation  at 
Briel  Avenue,  Natchez,  told  the  Fos¬ 
ters,  “God  called  you  back  to  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  be  missionaries  to  us.” 

The  Fosters  feel  that  this  is  true.  He 
said,  “This  church  was  a  preparation 
for  what  we  will  be  doing  in  Surinam. 

As  mission  treasurer  in  Manila,  I  had 
gotten  out  of  touch  with  what  being  a 
pastor  involves.  At  Briel  Avenue  we’ve 
had  a  chance  to  develop  close  relation¬ 
ships  with  people,  a  chance  to  help  in¬ 
dividuals.”  ^ 

Last  year  the  Sunday  School  enroll¬ 
ment  at  Briel  Avenue  showed  a  53% 
increase,  the  largest  such  increase  in 
Adams  County.  With  the  Fosters’ 
leadership  the  young  people  renovated 
the  church  basement  and  made  it  into 

a  recreation  area.  .  ,  ......  ,  .. 

'  or  given  for  it  by  120  donors.  The  facil- 

Inone revival  ( JoeOdle, evangelist)  ity,  projected  to  cost  $500,000,  was  al- 
three  girls  in  one  family  were  bap-  located  $329,000  in  capital  needs  funds 
tized.  Then  in  another  revival  four  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
boys  in  one  family  were  baptized.  The  Carolyne  Hester  Family  Life 

Zelma  Foster  told  about  a  woman  Endowment  Fund  was  established  by 
who  benefitted  from  the  prayer  minis-  H.  I.  Hester,  the  first  president  of 
try  at  Briel  Avenue:  “In  her  70s,  she  Midwestern’s  board  of  trustees  and 
had  a  disease  affecting  her  muscles,  former  vice-president,  of  the  semi- 
One  eyelid  she  could  not  open  unless  nary. 

she  lifted  it  with  her  hand.  When  she  Income  from  the  fund,  established 
visited  her  sister  in  Natchez  we  met  as  a  memorial  to  Hester’s  wife,  will  be 
her  and  visited  with  her.  We  promised  used  to  fund  the  Carolyne  Hester 
that  we  would  pray  for  her.  Ministers’  Wives  Conference,  the 

“As  the  disease  progressed  and  the  Carolyne  Hester  Marriage  Enrich- 
muscles  in  the  woman’s  throat  ment  Program  and  the  Carolyne  Hes- 
weakened,  a  tracheotomy  had  to  be  ter  Ministry  Effectiveness  Work- 
performed.  Then  while  she  was  in  Uni-  shops. 

versity  Medical  Center  taking  treat-  Midwestern  President  Milton  Fer¬ 
ments,  she  died,  the  medical  atten-  guson  explained  that  Mrs.  Hester  was 
dants  said,  three  times.  Each  time  she  actively  involved  and  interested  in  the 
revived.  Doctors  expressed  amaze-  young  minister  and  his  wife,.as  well  as 
ment  at  her  recovery.  She  told  them,  committed  to  the  necessity  cjlj  ahe.fll- 
•Members  of  Briel  Avenue  Church  are  thy,  growing  marfltige  relationship.  It 
praying  for  me.*  ”  was  to  this  purpose  that  the  memorial 

While  she  was  in  the  hospital  she  ac-  was  given. 


Convention  Photos 


Endowment 
Named  For 
Mrs.  Hester 


James  Travis  of  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege  told  messengers  that  in  the  state¬ 
ment  from  Jesus.  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  al- 
way . ' '  that  Jesus  did  not  mean  the  adverb 
always.'  but  meant  the  unidue  expres¬ 
sion.  "all  the  days. ' 


Convention  officials  negotiate  budget  rearrangement  after  messengers  voted  a 
change 


Charles  Carter,  pastor  of  Shades 
Mountain  Church,  Birmingham,  said 
that  the  lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  is  a 
post-resurrection  conviction.  "Our 
Christian  faith  is  not  based  on  a  teach¬ 
ing,"  he  said,  "it  is  based  on  an  historical 
irrefutable  event  ”  It  is  the  resurrection 
that  reveals  Him  to  be  Lord." 


Earl  Kelly.  MBCB  executive  secretary- 
treasurer.  said  that  Baptists  ought  to 
watch  out  for  "the  Lord's  brood  herd."' 
He  spoke  of  the  disciples  continuing 
steadfastly  in  the  Apostle  s  doctrine, "’ 
ao<$  lamented  the  slacking  off  in 
churches  of  the  use  of  Church  Training 
When  we  stopped  using  that  program 


Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Or¬ 
lando.  asked  messengers  if  they  would 
do  as  Abram  was  asked  to  do  "to  ex¬ 
change  your  present  for  the  future 
Henry  said  of  God,  "When  you  ask  us 
something,  you  always  give  us  some¬ 
thing  more  than  we  could  ask  or  ex¬ 
pect.'! 


slipping  backwards  in  fellowship,  in 
breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers.  ' 
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Odean  Puckett,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Natchez,  said  that  "Baptism  is  a  sym¬ 
bolic  picture  of  the  death,  burial,  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus ...  If  we  are  going 
to  be  true  to  the  New  Testament,  baptism 
is  immersion  in  water  and  emergence 
from  water  " 


This  photo  explains  itself 


Jerry  Oswalt  of  William  Carey  College 
said  that  In  faith  sharing,  there  is  a  fear  of 
being  ignored  "Our  motives  do  not  save 
people."  he  said.  “It  is  the  power  of  the 
Gospel."  ,, 


At  press  conference  are  Earl  Kelly;  W.  C.  Fields,  and  Bill  Causey. 


Ed  Gandy,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko,  said  that  in  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission,  "Jesus  hits  us  with  a  shocker 
that  there's  an  end  coming  " 


LuAnne  Ford,  of  Booneville,  a  senior  at  Blue  Mountain  College,  and  minister  of 
music  and  youth  at  Springdale  Baptist  Church,  Ripley,  said  that  at  the  Baptist 
college,  "they  (staff  and  faculty)  accepted  me  for  who  I  was  . .  helped  me  to  mature 
spiritually,  emotionally  and  physically  .  they  really  care  for  us."  Also  pictured  are 
Kermtt  McGregor,  Education  Commission  chairman,  and  Gary  Crowell,  of  Batesville, 
also  a  student  at  Blue  Mountain  Crowell  said  that  “it  is  imperative  that  the  (four 
Baptist)  colleges  continue  to  base  their  education  on  Christian  values." 


Roy  Myers,  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church.  West  Point,  said  that  Christians 
should  examine  the  size  of  their  world. 
"For  some  it  is  no  larger  tl^n  self,  or 
family,  or  the  church."  He  said  Jesus  told 
us  that  the  field  is  the  world. 


John  Sullivan  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Church.  Shreveport,  related  the  Great 
Commission  to  Babe  Ruth  He  said  when 

the  Babe  made  home  runs,  people  would 
ask  what  kind  of  ball  was  thrown.  He  Ton 
would  answer.  "It  looked  like  a  good  Fores 
one,  so  I  socked  it."  Said  Sullivan.  "The  missic 
Commission  has  been  thrown  at  us  —  it  an  ex< 
is  a  good  one.  so  we  had  better  sock  it”  teach 


Bobby  Perry,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Moss  Point,  said  of  the  Christian's  re¬ 
sponsibility  toward  the  convert,  that 
The  person  who  enters  the  fellowship 
of  believers  has  a  right  to  look  for  en¬ 
couragement  in  the  Christian  way, 
whether  that  encouragement  be  needed 
in  a  time  of  new  adventure  or  in  a  time  of 
shame  and  failure." 


Wendell  Belew.  missions  ministries 
division  director  at  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  said  that  Southern  Baptists  have 
established  an  average  of  one  new 
church  per  day  since  they  organized  in 
1845.  "Conquests  that  are  made  in  His 
name  are  scarcely  ever  spectacularly 
made,"  he  said. 
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Missionaries  Have  State  Ties 


Into  His  Tabernacle 


Qirvrrl^t^nc  .  A  native  of  Belzoni,  Miss.,  Singleton 

oiHgieiOIls  is  a  graduate  of  Coahoma  Junior  Col- 

( Continued  from  Page  1)  lege,  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  and  Oklahoma 

Baptist  University,  Shawnee. 

with  them  at  Midwestern  seminary  He  was  associate  pastor  of  Pennsyl- 
and  in  their  church  responsibilities,  vania  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Kansas 
together  with  the  expressed  desire  of  City,  was  a  carpenter  and  insurance 
the  Dominica  missionaries  to  have  company  employee  in  Oklahoma  City, 
them  join  in  the  work  there,  give  Okla.,  and  also  worked  in  Chicago,  Ill. 
strong  affirmation  to  the  rightness  of  Mrs.  Singleton,  the  former  La  Homa 

Martin,  was  born  near  California,  Mo. , 
but  also  lived  in  Stover  and  Eldon,  Mo. , 
and  Fargo  and  Osage,  Okla.  She  at¬ 
tended  Oklahoma  Baptist  University. 
She  was  educational  director  at 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
and  a  medical  office  manager  and 
administrative  secretary  in  Oklahoma 
City. 

The  Singletons  have  two  daughters, 
Murah  Lynne  and  Abanna  Tanisha. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

£  80  *Very  blessin«  “» worship  nows  out  of 

is  c^Msm/^rihlTnt  f0r  admissl°n  into  the  Holy  Place 
k*ver  1  Exodus  30:17-23).  The  Altar 

^  U0n;  Uver  »P«aks  <rf  sancUfica- 

( h^.brM*  b  fashlon€d  from  toe  looking  glass 
•mirrora)  which  the  women  of  Israel  brought  out  of  Egypt 

^tS‘^^*5l(EXOdus38:8)  We  ““ally  th.n?5f 
“«ngfte  mirror  to  please  ourselves  and  please  the  world 

,"**nter  tost  Holy  Place  of  worship  God 
m“?n^ke  “s  pleasing  to  Himself 

‘4That  b*  mi«ht  sanctily  and 
ZETir*  **  wa8*»mg  of  water  by  the  word”  (Ephe 
sans  5: 25 )  causes  us  to  conclude  that  this  daily  cleansing  is 

°*  ^  ^  to  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 

dSfJ  ZV*Z!  allT!tT  006  Ume  b"1  toere  must  be 

“? fe€t  Peter  failcd  to  understand 
hesaid  to  our  Lord.  “Not  my  feet  only"  (John 

8fid'  ^  >tond  in  his  holy 
bafb  clean  hands”  (Psalm  24:4).  It  just 
might  be  that  some  of  us  need  to  linger  at  the  Laver  while 
we  confess  our  sins  and  experience  His  cleansing 
Standing  la  The  Holy  Place 

a  i,rif^  °btamed  “trance  at  the  Door,  acceptance  at  the 
M^^hd.C  ^rfSm|iat  the  Laver“  we  **  n°w  Prepared  to 
StiSS  Ho  y.  P1^ce  of  worship.  Remembering  the 
Tabernacle  speaks  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  since  we  are  now 
standing  in  it,  we  are  in  position  to  learn  what  Paul  meant 
when  he  said,  “We  are  in  Christ”  (2  Corinthians  5: 17).  Let 
us  look  up  and  study  our  covering.  A  covering  of  blue, 
pu  rple,  scarlet  and  linen  is  above  us  <  Exodus  26:1).  Blue  is 
the  color  of  heaven  so  we  are  covered  by  the  glories  of 
heaven.  Purple  is  the  covering  of  royalty  so  we  are  covered 
with  garments  of  royalty  .  Scarlet  is  the  color  of  blood  so  we 
are  covered  by  blood.  Linen  denotes  righteousness  so  we 
are  covered  by  a  righteousness  not  our  own. 

Now  consider  what  God  sees  when  He  looks  down.  He 
sees  three  additional  coverings  (Exodus  26:7-14).  One  is 
goat  s  hair  indicating  there  is  a  sin  bearer  for  us  ( Leviticus 
16. 16-22).  A  second  is  ram’s  skin,  meaning  there  is  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  us  ( Genesis  22:13).  Third  is  badger’s  skin,  denoting 
Jesus  Christ  in  His  humanity.  (Isaiah  53:2-3).  So  in  our 
worship  today  I  think  we  must  pause  to  meditate  on  our 
position  in  Christ  while  thanking  God  for  our  coverings. 
Priorities  In  Worship 

Now  look  about  you  and  note  the  furnishings  in  the  Holy 
*  I®ce.  These  visual  aids  will  help  us  determine  what  our 
Lord  deems  important  in  worship.  Stand  first  before  the 
Golden  Candlestick  or  Lampstand  (Exodus  25:31-50; 
27:20).  The  central  shaft  should  cause  us  to  think  of  Jesus 
Christ  who  is  the  light  of  the  world  (John  8: 12)  and  the  six 
branches  (six  being  the  number  for  man)  should  tell  us 
something  about  ourselves. 

The  shaft  and  branches  are  all  of  pure  gold,  teaching  us 
that  we  are  partakers  of  the  same  nature.  We  were  by 
nature  the  children  of  wrath  (Ephesians  2:3);  now  we  are 
partakers  of  divine  na  hire  ( 2  Peters  1 : 4 ) .  The  beau ty  of  the 
shaft  is  reproduced  on  every  branch  which  is  the  emphasis 
of  Colossians  3: 10,  “And  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is 


renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  Him  that  created 
him.”  The  almonds  present  Christ  in  His  resurrection 
power.  The  knops  or  pomegranates  speak  of  Christ  in  His 
productiveness.  The  lilies  denote  Christ  in  His  purity.  The 
reproduction  of  the  shaft  in  the  branches  teaches  that  the 
power,  productivity  and  purity  of  Christ  become  ours.  In 
our  worship  today  we  praise  Him  for  the  fact  that  we  are 


changed  into  the  same  image  from  “glory  to  glory”  (2 
Corinthians  3: 18). 

Since  the  purpose  of  the  Lampstand  is  to  give  light  we 
must  see  ourselves  as  the  light  of  the  world.  Worship  would 
not  be  complete  if  we  did  not  think  of  someone  in  darkness 
who  needs  the  light;  then  pray  specifically  that  as  His 
branch  we  might  be  used  to  give  that  light. 

Turn  now  to  the  Table  of  Shewbread,  (Exodus  25:23-30) 
which  means  “bread  of  faces"  and  connotes  bread  before 
.  the  face  of  God  or  bread  accepted  by  God.  We  will  im¬ 
mediately  think  of  Jesus  Christ  the  bread  of  life  in  whom 
the  Father  delights.  In  fact,  the  Table  is  covered  with  a 
covering  of  blue  signifying  bread  from  heaven. 

The  priests  ate  the  bread  and  were  sustained  by  it.  They 
simply  gathered  about  the  bread  of  life.  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
living  bread  and  the  Word  of  God  is  the  written  bread.  We 
live  by  the  word  that  proceeds  from  God,  so  in  our  worship 
today  we  feed  on  Him  and  His  word.  The  presence  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  proclamation  of  the  Word  are  essential  ele-  (Continued  from  Page  1)  has  been  in  the  budget  since  his  re- 

ments  in  Christian  worship.  If  Christ  and  the  Word  are  not  percent  to  world  missions  outside  the  tirement  in  1973. 
there ;  worship  is  not  there.  state.  The  total  amount  recommended  The  motion  passed  with  55  percent  of 

From  the  Table  of  Shewbread  we  turn  next  to  the  Altar  of  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  the  vote  (244-21j5)  and  Bob  Dent  budget 
Incense,  obviously  the  place  of  prayer  (Exodus  30: 1-10).  Board  was  voted  with  a  reshuffling  of  committee  chairman,  moved  that  die 
Since  this  is  the  highest  piece  of  furniture  in  the  Holy  Place  $3,600.  money  be  moved  to  a  Mission  Service 

we  are  impressed  with  the  exalted  position  of  prayer.  The  B.  F.  Smith,  of  South  28th  Avenue  Corps  item.  That  motion  passed, 
horns  on  the  altar  remind  us  of  the  power  in  prayer.  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  in  a  floor  Two  constitution  and  by  law  changes 

While  we  are  participating  in  prayer  as  a  part  of  our  motion  asked  that  a  budget  itenfi  of  were  mad®  Messengers  voted  to  allow 
worship  today,  there  is  an  important  observation  to  make.  $3,600  earmarked  for  W.  Douglas  Hud-  a  minimum  of  two  messengers  to  the 
The  incense  is  broken  and  burned.  Our  failure  to  come  to  gins,  executive  secretary-treasurer  MBC  for  the  first  hundred  church 
grips  with  typology  here  may  leave  us  disappointed  in  emeritus  of  the  Convention  Board,  be  members  (or  fraction  thereof)  instead 
prayer.  Not  until  the  heart  is  broken  and  burning  are  we  dropped.  The  annual  gift  to  Hudgins  °f  toe  previous  minimum  of  one  mes- 
really  prepared  for  prayer.  Haven’t  we  all  said  at  times,  senger.  And  messengers  voted  to  add, 

“My  prayers  do  not  seem  to  get  any  higher  than  the  ceil-  P|»o  A  nr]  along  with  the  president,  the  first  and 

ing?”  When  the  heart  of  the  believer  is  burdened,  broken  Cl  xi.HU.  second  vice  president,  plus  the  state 

and  burning,  there  rises  an  aroma  that  cannot  be  arrested  Woman  s  Missionary  Union  president 

until  it  arrives  at  the  throne  Qf  God  where  it  is  received  and  Pi  -ftn  T  oLp  as  ex-officio  members  of  the  Conven- 

kept  and  acted  upon  according  to  divine  purpose  (Revela-  XctJVC*  •  •  tion  Board. 

tion  5:8).  (Continued  from  Pagel)  These  amendments  had  been  read  at 

Before  turning  from  the  Altar  of  Incense  I  want  to  read  _  .  ..  last  year  s  convention  which  is  the  re- 

from  the  Word.  "How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  Caro,ynt  Weatherford,  executive  di-  quirement  for  constitutional  changes, 
of  hosts !  My  soul  longeth,  yea  even  fainteth  for  the  courts  of  r,^tor  of  Wo™an  f.  Missionary  Union.  Another  recommendation  was  read 
the  Lord:  my  heart  and  my  flesh  crieth  out  for  the  living  thN?w;.many  BaPtlsts  are  so  affluent  for  next  year’s  voting  which  would 
God.  Yea.  the  sparrow  hath  found  an  house,  and  the  swal-  ““f1  thfy  can  Pve  without  real  sac-  allow  the  Christian  Action  Commis- 
low  a  nest  for  herself,  where  she  may  lay  her  young,  even  rif*e;  For  Bold  Mission  Thrust,  we  slon  to  make  reports  to  or  recommen- 
thine  altars . . .”  ( Psalm  84.1-3).  The  altars  spoken  of  here  ne?d  8>ve  our  money  and  our  time  at  dations  to  the  Convention  Board  or  the 
are  the  altars  of  sacrifice  and  intercession ;  the  blessing  of  a  leve  that  again  requires  sacrifice.  Convention. 

redemption  and  prayer.  The  swallow,  depicting  all  of  us  s  sacnf,f  ..  .  ... ..  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 

u/kn  irw^ir  fnr  „  L _ i  u  WMU  has  issued  a  call  to  Life-  Center  asked  for  and  received  Dermis- 


Bill  Baker,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Clin¬ 
ton,  preached  the  1979  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  sermon. 


MBC  Passes  Budget 
Asks  Clarke  Study 


Daniels  I 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lived  in  Pelahatchie,  Miss.  He  at¬ 
tended  Florida  State  University,  Tal¬ 
lahassee,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College,  Clinton,  and  earned  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  South¬ 
ern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Florida  State  and  is  a  re¬ 
gistered  nurse. 

The  Daniels  have  two  daughters, 
Deborah  Lee,  born  in  1976,  and  Re¬ 
becca  Lynne,  1979. 


C.  Johnsons 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Park.  She  was  a  secretarial  clerk  for 
an  insurance  company  in  Atlanta  and 
Nashville  and  was  a  salesclerk  at  Bap¬ 
tist  Book  Store,  New  Orleans. 

The  Johnsons  have  two  daughters. 
Holly  Rebecca,  born  in  1969.  and  Lori 
Elizabeth,  1972. 


D.  Johnsons 


WORLD  S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

of  FIBERGLASS 

CHURCH  PRODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 


1980  Committees  Elected 


\  •BAPTISTRIES  ~ 

I  '  •  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS 


Order  of  Business  Three  year  term 
Bob  Hamblin,  Tupelo 
AlUr  Webb  Pa&c&floula 

*  niwr  i*  i 

Committee  on  Nominations 
9  A.  Michel,  Brookhaven,  Chairman 
James  Sdrratt,  Jackson 
Joe  Ratcliff,  Collins  . 

Richard  Clement,  Tupelo. 

John  Hopper,  Meridian 
Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
J.  B  Fowler,  McComb 
Ferrell  Cork,  Aberdeen 


Larry  Kennedy,  Laurel 
Bill  Webb,  Meridian 


Write  lot  tree 
color  brochure 


Bethel  Ferguson,  Jackson 
Glen  Williams,  McComb 
John  Causey.  Corinth 


A/C  214  667-6524  Bon  210  Henderson,  Tern  7565: 


Committee  on  Time,  Place,  And 
Preacher 

Clark  McMurray,  Pascagoula,* 
Chairman 

J.  Roy  McComb,  Columbia 
W.  P.  Miley,  Lake 
W.  E.  Corkem,  Hernando 
Ernest  Sadler,  Brookhaven 

These  recommendations  were  from 
the  Committee  on  Committees; 
Robert  Shirley,  Chairman;  Eld  North, 
Ray  Glover,  Henry  Holifield,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Tyler. 


Const! to tioa  and  By-Laws  Committee 
David  Grant,  Jackson,  Chairman 
Oliver  Ladnier,  Magee 
Kenneth  Forbus,  Greenville 
Eugene  Dobbs,  Philadelphia 
Lewis  Sewell,  Oxford 


Gene  Garrison,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Oklahoma  City,  told  the  1,200  who  at¬ 
tended  the  Brotherhood  Conference 
that  greatness  belongs  to  those  who 
serve  "Ministry  is  the  key  to  greatness  in 
the  Kingdom  .  .  .  The  reason  we  don’t 
know  many  of  the  great  is  that  so  many  of 
them  are  serving  in  obscure  places,  in 
menial  tasks  " 


Committee  on  Resolutions 
James  Richardson,  Leland,  Chairman 


Brotherhood  Rally 


Jim  Raymick,  minister  of  music  at 
Jackson’s  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  led 
music  during  the  Brotherhood  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Parkway 


Eddy  Nicholson,  the  Rocking  Chair  Philosopher,  told  Brotherhood  rally  particip¬ 
ants  that  “A  man  ought  to  live  well,  laugh  often  and  love  much.”  He  said  that  mamas 
and  papas  should  “give  more  of  ourselves  and  less  of  things.” 


The  Brotherhood  banquet  at  Parkway  drew  800  men  who  ate  ham  and  heard  Eddy 
Nicholson  and  David  and  Laura  Prevost 


The  Prevosts  sang  for  Baptist  men  dur¬ 
ing  the  Brotherhood  banquet. 
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OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVEN  DON 

Editorials 


A  good  convention  ...  » 

Mississippi  Baptists  to  be  congratulated 


The  graph  is  moving  up  in  all  areas  which  they  have  questions, 
except  for  the  enrollments  of  Woman’s  The  second  conclusion  is  that  no- 

Mission  Union  and  Church  Training,  thing  is  ever  “cut  and  dried”  in  a  Bap- 
In  those  categories  the  losses  are  tist  meeting.  This  is  the  first  time  a 
slight.  budget  has  been  questioned  in  years, 

Certainly  it  has  to  be  said  that  Bap-  possibly  the  first  time  ever  in  the 
tists  don’t  all  have  to  agree  with  each  memory  of  many  veteran  convention 
other  for  a  meeting  to  be  good,  for  that  goers.  It  was  questioned  this  year, 
is  a  condition  that  is  almost  beyond  however,  and  it  was  changed  by 
attainment.  Baptists  speak  their  con-  majority  vote.  This  is  the  Baptist  sys- 
victions  when  they  meet,  and  it  is  sel-  tem. 

dom  that  they  are  all  the  same.  The  The  sadness  in  the  action  comes  be- 
only  negative  note  about  the  conven-  cause  it  happened  to  involve  such  a 
tion  just  passed,  however,  was  a  vote  dedicated  servant  and  denominational 
to  delete  from  the  convention’s  budget  statesman  as  Doug  Hudgins.  He  is  a 
an  annual  item  of  $3,600,  which  has  former  Texas  pastor,  and  his  is  a  name 
been  an  expression  of  appreciation  the  writer  can  remember  hearing  al- 
that  was  established  six  years  ago  most  from  earliest  recollections.  He 
when  W.  Douglas  Hudgins  retired  as  has  been  executive  secretary  in  Mis- 
executive  secretary.  Hudgins  came  to  sissippi ,  pastor  of  the  largest  church  in 
the  post  late  in  his  career  from  a  very  Mississippi,  first  vice-president  of  the 
successful  pastorate  and  under  trying  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  chair- 
conditions  because  of  the  shock  caused  man  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
by  the  sudden  death  of  the  previous  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  pres- 
executive  secretary.  Such  a  stipend  ident  of  the  SBC  Foreign  Mission 
cannot  be  paid  to  every  Baptist  Board,  president  of  the  state  conven- 
employee  who  retires,  however,  and  it  tion,  member  of  the  Convention  Board, 
was  questioned  on  that  basis.  By  a  vote  chairman  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
of  55  per  cent  of  the  messengers  pre-  tee,  and  the  annual  preacher  at  both 
sent  at  the  time,  it  was  deleted.  the  national  and  state  conventions  as 

Two  Conclusion*  well  as  achieving  recognition  in  many 

There  are  two  conclusions  that  are  to  other  areas.  He  would  be  the  first  to 
be  drawn  from  this  action.  One  is  that  say,  “It  is  the  will  of  the  body,  and  it 
the  messengers  knew  about  the  $3,600  must  be  so.” 

stipend  because  it  was  not  hidden  in  And  as  is  the  nature  of  Baptists,  even 
the  budget  somewhere.  The  actions  of  though  the  convention  was  almost 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  evenly  divided  on  the  issue  of  the  an- 
Board  are  open  for  all  to  see.  That  nual  stipend,  the  spirit  of  good  fellow- 
budget  item  had  been  there  for  six  ship  and  enthusiasm  was  not  dam- 
years,  plainly  labeled.  That  is  as  it  pened.  It  was  a  fine  convention.  The 
should  be.  There  should  be  no  Baptist  officers  and  the  members  of  the  corn- 
secrets  kept  from  Baptists.  They  mittee  on  order  of  business  are  to  be 
should  be  able  to  inform  themselves  of  congratulated.  All  Mississippi  Bap- 
any  areas  of  Baptist  operation  about  tists  are  to  be  congratulated. 


A  responsible  decision  was  made  by 
Mississippi  Baptist  last  week  when 
they  accepted  a  recommendation 
from  the  Christian  Education  Com¬ 
mission.  the  Clarke  College  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  to  ask  for  an  objec¬ 
tive  study  of  a  declining  enrollment  at 
Clarke  College,  which  has  created  the 
possibility  of  financial  problems. 

The  Christian  Education  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  will  be  asked  to  make  the  study; 
and,  hopefully,  this  agency  will  give 
the  school  come  insights  as  to  why  en¬ 
rollment  is  declining  and  perhaps  even 
some  thoughts  on  how  to  reverse  the 
trend. 

The  college  has  had  as  high  as  400 
students.  The  student  body  now  num¬ 
bers  about  150,  according  to  reports. 

Let  it  be  said  immediately  that  this 
writer  supports  the  junior  college  con¬ 
cept  in  education.  The  principle  would 
work  whether  it  were  applied  in  a  tax- 
supported  school  or  a  private  school, 
such  as  ours.  The  idea  is  that  some 
students  are  not  ready  for  senior  col¬ 
lege  work,  and  the  junior  college  pro¬ 
vides  a  time  of  additional  maturing 
beyond  the  high  school  and  at  the  same 
time  offers  college  level  courses.  At 
Clarke  they  are  also  inn  Christian  set¬ 
ting. 

So  let  the  study  be  made.  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  behind  it.  The  issue  pas¬ 
sed  at  the  con  prfon  without  a  dis¬ 
senting  vote.  THf?re  is  nothing  to  fear 
If  the  truth  is  provided  in  the  report  of 
the  study,  and  surely  it  will  be.  then  it 
is  to  be  welcomed.  ’ 

The  study  will  not  close  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege.  The  college  administration  and 
trustees  and  Mississippi  Baptists  will 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

“ Thanksgiving  Day  Is  Here ” 

In  June  1976 1  arrived  at  Plymouth  at 
dusk  to  find  that  the  rock  was  quite 
distant  from  the  sea,  and  fenced  for 
tourists’  viewing.  A  frigid  wind  was 
blowing  off  the  Atlantic.  I  thought  how 
cold  indeed  it  must  have  been  that  De¬ 
cember  in  1620,  and  I  admired  the  Pil¬ 
grims  anew  for  their  fortitude  and 
courage.  I  ran  across  the  street  to  a 
warm  restaurant  and  a  cup  of  hot 
chocolate  —  but  they  alighted  to  no 
such  amenities. 

If  the  Pilgrims  grumbled  that  first 
cold,  hard  winter,  at  least  they  did  not 
give  up. 

Speaking  of  grumbling,  I  can  dis¬ 
tinctly  remember  —  with  shame  — 
when  my  complaints  expressed  in¬ 
gratitude.  “I’m  cold.”  “I’m  too  tired  to 
cook  supper.”  “I  worked  hard  at  this 
task,  but  nobody  appreciated  what  I 
did.”  Just  samples.  \ 

Friday  I  ran  across  this  sentence  by 
Phillip  Keller:  “Sit  down  alone  in  a 
quiet  spot;  write  down  one  by  one  all 
the  good  things  —  the  delights  and  ple¬ 
asures  God  has  made  possible  for 
you.”  This  struck  me  so  that  I  wanted 
to  fall  on  my  knees  in  adoration  before 
a  marvelous  God  who  has  been  so  good 
to  me. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  list  of  good 
things:  I  have  food,  when  so  many  are 
hungry,  a  job  when  many  are  un¬ 
employed.  I’m  grateful  that  our  family 
can  be  together  for  Thanksgiving  din¬ 
ner  in  Montgomery  with  my  niece 
Karen  and  her  husband  Tom  Dennis 
(Karen  works  now  in  the  Alabama 
Baptist  Building),  that  Mama  and 
Betty  and  W.  D.  will  be  there.  Since 

Tom  married  Susan  this  year  and _ ( 

Luann  married  Bubba,  we’ll  have  two 
more  around  our  Thanksgiving  table. 

I’m  glad  I  can  see  the  sunset  behind 
Calvary’s  steeple  when  I  drive  across 
the  Fortification  overpass.  I’m  thank¬ 
ful  for  hot  baths  and  clean  sheets,  new 
books,  a  little  girl  knocking  at  my  door, 
caring  friends  at  church,  a  warm  fire 
at  night,  the  loyalty  of  my  dogs,  the 
sound  of  the  key  in  the  lock  when  it’s 
time  for  W.  D.’s  arrival  home. 

“Know. . .  that  the  Lord  he  is  God — 
Enter.  .  .  his  gates  with  thanksgiv¬ 
ing!” 


Swing  the  shining  sickle 
Cut  the  ripened  grain; 

Flash  it  in  the  sunlight, 

Swing  it  once  again ! 

Gathered  is  the  harvest 
For  another  year  — 

Now  our  day  o(  gladness. 
Thanksgiving  day  is  here ! 

That’s  what  we  sang  at  Ridge  Grove 
School  when  I  was  in  fourth  grade, 
after  the  teacher  had  read  to  us  the 
100th  Psalm.  Cut-outs  of  turkeys  bor¬ 
dered  the  blackboards.  When  the  bell 
rang  for  chapel  time,  we  in  our  crepe 
paper  Pilgrims’  and  Indians’  outfits 
marched  upstairs  to  present  our  play. 

Next  day  our  family  ate  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  dinner  at  Grandma  Washburn’s 
house.  In  early  morning  Mama  plan¬ 
ned  to  make  potato  souffle  to  take 
along,  so  she  sent  me  to  fetch  the 
potatoes.  Why  don’t  people  have 
potato  hills  any  more?  Ours  was  in  the 
garden,  a  deep  cave-like  hole  lined 
with  pine  straw,  filled  with  potatoes, 
then  covered  over  with  a  tin  roof  and  a 
layer  of  dirt.  I  slid  down  into  the  cool 
cavity,  and  selected  what  I  needed. 
Later  I  brought  in  an  armload  of  stove 
wood. 

We  live  as  we  do  because  for  some  We  walked  through  the  woods,  tak- 
reason  the  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  bless  us  ing  the  shortcut  to  Grandma’s  house, 
excessively.  This  Thanksgiving  sea-  Betty  and  I  raced  on  ahead  of  Mama 
son  should  remind  us  of  that  fact  and  and  Daddy,  along  an  old  roadbed, 
cause  us  to  be  generous  in  our  expres-  swishing  through  the  fallen  leaves, 
sions  of  thanks  to  Him.  '  Grandma’s  dinner  was  good,  espe- 

At  the  same  time,  may  it  cause  us  to  dally  the  pumpkin  pie. 
be  earnest  in  our  pleas  that  we  may  be  That  day  Grandpa  was  making 
found  to  be  responsible  as  we  live  in  the  syrup  at  his  outdoor  mill ;  we  drank  all 
midst  of  our  plenty.  ‘the  cane  juice  we  wanted. 

Let’s  look  about  us  at  home  even  if  Friday  and  Saturday  were  carefree 
we  can’t  stretch  our  vision  around  the  holidays.  Then  Sunday  morning  at 
world.  There  are  many  in  our  own  County  Line  Church,  Mr.  Clyde  San- 
communities  who  are  in  need.  ders  led  us  in  singing  “Praise  Him! 

Most  of  all  they  need  the  Lord  who  is  Praise’  Him !  ”  Ih  opening  assembly  at 
the  object  of  our  thanksgiving.  Sunday  School  Daddy  read  from 

Psalm  103:  .  .  .{bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits. . . . 
•  Ever  since  the  first  time  at  Ridge 

Grove  School  I  heard  the  story  of  the 
Pilgrims,  I  guess  I  halfway  believed 
the  legend  that  they  stepped  out  of  the 
Mayflower  onto  Plymouth  Rock.  Re¬ 
cently  my  cousin  Larry  Washburn  and 
I  were  laughing  at  our  disillusionment 
Hppnlv  committed  to  fulfillina  the  «» 0111  ^at  wasn’t  so. 


Thanksgiving  season  .  .  . 

•  A  need  for  food  and  for  the  Lord 


round  us  are  real.  We  speed  up  and 
down  the  highways  as  if  there  will  be  a 
continuing  supply  of  gasoline  at  no 
more  than  $1 .05  per  gallon  and  as  if  a 
55-mlle-an-hour  pace  doesn’t  make 
any  difference  in  the  number  of  lives 
lost  in  highway  crashes.  We  eat  as  if 
we  have  much  more  than  we  need  and 
as  if  millions  of  southeast  Asians  and 
Africans  and  those  of  other  lands  are 
not  trying  just  to  stay  alive  on  much 
less  than  they  need.  We  go  about  our 
merry  way  as  if  there  is  no  need  to  be 
concerned  over  the  fate  of  49  Ameri¬ 
cans  held  hostage  in  the  U.S.  Embassy 
in  Iran. 


noon.  It  is  a  fact  that  thankfulness  for 
the  mercy  of  the  Lord  should  be  a  con¬ 
tinuing  thing,  but  this  Thanksgiving 
season  should  serve  to  remind  us  of 
some  of  the  realities  of  our  present  life. 

In  the  first  place,  while  thanksgiving 
was  in  order  for  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  upon  the  pilgrim  fathers,  we  have 
continued  since  that  time  to  live  in  a 
land  and  in  a  world  that  are  beset  with 
dangers  of  their  own.  Thus  we  must 
continually  be  before  the  Lord  with 
pleas  for  His  guidance  and  with  thanks 
for  His  ever-continuing  mercy. 

In  the  second  place,  we  must  wake 
up  to  the  fact  that  the  dangers  that  sur- 


Our  pilgrim  forefathers  stopped 
their  efforts  to  carve  out  a  new  land 
from  the  American  wilderness  and 
gave  thanks  to  God  for  their  safe  pas¬ 
sage  and  for  their  sustenance  after  ar¬ 
rival. 

We  have  made  that  thought  the  basis 
for  a  national  holiday,  but  mostly  we 
have  simply  presumed  upon  their 
early  prayers  of  thanksgiving  and 
have  lived  as  if  the  Lord’s  blessings 
were  a  matter  of  course.  • 
Thanksgiving  has  come  to  mean 
three  things:  a  day  off  from  work,  a 
huge  meal  with  a  turkey  as  the  main 
item,  and  a  football  game  in  the  after- 


imon 


By  Tom  Hudson,  Pastor 
Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church 
Jackson 

The  Bible  says  that  one  of  God’s  gifts 
carries  the  jabel  “evangelists.”  God 
never  gave  ifa  anything  we  did  not  need 
or  should  not  have.  When  His  gifts  are 
used  by  the  churches,  the  work  of 
Christ  is  blessed 

Bangkok,  Thailand  —  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  30th  year  of  missions  work  in 
Thailand  was  marked  by  record  bap¬ 
tisms  and  giving  among  Baptist  Thais, 
according  to  missionary  press  rep¬ 
resentative  Maxine  Stewart.  Con¬ 
tributions  amounted  to  $117,209,  a  62 
percent  increase  over  the  previous 
year.  Thai  baptisms  numbered  173,  a 
10  percent  ihcrease  over  last  year’s  fi- 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


Mrs.  O’Hair  Again  8He-  Tlle  Record  has  re- 

ceived  other  inquiries  recently  about 
Editor :  the  activities  of  Mrs.  O’Hair  in  relation 

I  have  enclosed  a  petition  that  is  dr-  to  religious  broadcasts.  I  called  the 
culating  among  the  churches  in  this  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af- 
community  concerning  the  action  of  fairs  to  be  sore  of  the  circumstances. 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  to  ban  all  re-  Petition  No.  2493  was  presented  about 
ligious  broadcasts  in  America .  Is  there  four  years  ago  by  two  individuals  who  I 
any  validity  in  this  petition?  Is  petition  believe  were  in  California.  They 
,No.  2493  presently  being  considered  by  wanted  the  Federal  Communications 
!  the  Federal  Communications  Com-  Commission  to  cease  licensing  radio 

(Continued  from  Page  3)  What  if  the  blood  sprinkled  Mercy  Seat  were  removed  mission,  and  does  this  petition  pose  a  stations  which  intended  to  carry  re- 

We  have  been  worshipping  in  the  Holy  Place.  Beyond  us  from  the  Ark’  A  Biblical  illustration  answers  this  question^  real  threat  to  our  rights  of  the  First  ligious  broadcasts  «dy.  TMr  petition 

there  is  another  room  called  the  Holy  of  Holies.  Prior  to  The  Philistines  had  captured  the  Ark  and  decided  to  send  it  Amendment  If  so,  I  think  the  SouUv  was  denied  hfrs  O  Hair  had  nothing 

Calvary  a  veil  separated  the  two  and  we  are  not  left  in  the  back  because  itbecanle  a  curse  to  them.  They  came tc >the  “"Baptists  of  Mississippi  should  be  to  do with ^t;  but somehou Jser  name 

dark  as  to  the  identification  of  that  veil  -  “Having  there-  city  of  Bethshemesh,  where  certain  people  moved  with  •  Wormed.  Ihffl  iT5P  *  kP  ln  wllh 

fore  brethren,  boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest  by  the  blood  curiosity,  lifted  the  blood  stained  Mercy  Seat  from  off  the  Garvey  Webb,  Pastor  this  religious  broadcasting  issue, 

of  Jesus,  by  a  new  and  living  way.  which  He  hath  consec-  Ark,  leaving  the  broken  law  without  any  covering.  Im-  First  Baptist  Church  which  is  now  dead. Jt is  a  strange 

rated  for  us,  through  the  veil,  that  is  to  say,  his  flesh”  mediately  judgment  fell,  for  when  the  blood  is  removed  the  Boyle  phenomenon.  It  is  a  bogus  petition.  — 

(Hebrews  10:19-20).  The  veil  is  of  cunning  work  (Exodus  throne  of  grace  becomes  the  throne  of  judgment  (1  Samuel  J  Kor 

26:31),  meaning  no  other  like  it.  Here  in  our  worship  we  6:10).  What  a  blessing  to  sing  “My  hope  is  built  on  nothing  .  vou  will  find  a  CODV  of  „  Vf-  -  . 

££r^^^  to^SSon  to^eto  HSU  the  WaTng  WallS  of  our  menabers  brought  it  to  me  with  Jt  MiW^g  f  * 

0$ taSIgh tteveil  could  the  priest  enter  into  the  holy  Jerusalem,  where  our  Jewish  friends  are  wailing  for  the  the  suggestion  that  I  publish  it  in  our  But  I  m  here  to  fulfill  the  wiU  of  our 
SS^  idte»or.«ol.uJ,n»Si8tt,eind««Ling.l  rHun.au»*rtrftl«C<^I.W««n««U|yhrth.  ~ 

the  holy  one.  When  the  mob  shouted  “away  with  him,  away  return  of  a  gold-crowned  box,  but  we  are  waiting  tor  uie 

with  him”  (John  19: 15),  if  they  could  have  known  that  only  return  of  the  gold  crowned  body  of  our  risen,  llvin£*  rei^n" 

by  doing  away  with  Him  could  there  be  a  way  for  us.  And  in  ing  Lord.  And  surely  the  time  cannot  be  faraway  when  He 

our  worship  today  we  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  veil  is  torn  will  set  his  right  foot  upon  the  sea  and  lus  left  foot  upon  me 

to  make  a  way.  earth  and  claim,  as  only  He  can,  the  title  deed  to  all  crea- 

Holv  of  Holies  tion.  Then  our  worship  will  move  to  a  new  dimension  when 

7  -the  vision  of  Join  becomes  a  reality. 

Now  we  step  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  where  the  Ark  of  the  “And  I  sawa  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth .  for  the 

Covenant  is  located  (Exodus  25. 10-22).  Remember  God  first  heaven  and  the  first  earth  were  passed  away; 

said  to  Moses,  “I  will  meet  you  there.”  Inside  this  small  and  there  was  no  more  sea.  And  I,  John,  sawthe  holy 

wooden  box  &e  find  the  commandments,  a  pot  of  manna  city;  new  Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  ot 

and  Aaron’s  rod  that  budded.  These  speak  of  Jesus  Christ  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  hus- 

who  is  the  law  fulfilled,  the  bread  from  heaven  and  resur-  band.  And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven  saying, 

rection  life.  However,  our  attention  immediately  turns  to  Behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will 

the  Mercy  Seat  above  the  Ark.  This  covering  of  gold  has  an  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  P®°P‘eL®*~ 

angelic  creature  of  judgment  at  each  end  with  eyes  on  the  God  himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God 

Mercy  Seat  looking  for  blood  from  the  Altar.  (Revelation  11 : 1-3). 


Into  His  Tabernacle 


were  long  ago  defeated.  Please  advise  People  are  in  prisons  because  they 
me  as  to  the  status  of  Petition  No.  2493.  sinned.  We  as  Christians  are  to  show 
If  it  is  a  dead  issue,  I  need  to  advise  our  them  a  light  and  guide  them  from  the 
membership  and  the  gentleman  who  ways  of  the  world  (or  Satan)  to  the 
brought  it  to  me  living  Christ,  whom  we  worship. 

Gene  Henderson,  Pastor  The  Lord  has  opened  the  doors  for 
Fairview  Baptist  Church  me  to  come  here  (Mississippi)  and 
Columbus  starta  strong  prison  mission.  I’m  able 

at  any  time  to  speak,  teach,  preach,  or 
These  letters  were  presented  be-  listen.  We  need  your  prayers, 
cause  this  situation  seems  to  be  rear-  Joe  Holcomb 

iag  its  head  again,  and  this  seems  to  be  Rt.  2,  Box  143  E 

a  good  way  to  call  attention  to  the  is-  Sarah,  Miss.  38665 


Raymond  Road  Youths  Will  Ope 
Saturday  Show  At  Metro  Theatre 
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furniture  a  equipment 
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Educational  •  Recreational 
Pews  Upholstered  or  Cushioned 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
924-1717  Box  920  Clinton,  MS. 


Young  people  of  Raymond  Road 
Church,  Jackson,  will  begin  present¬ 
ing  regular  Saturday  programs  at  the 
Metro  Cinema  Theatre  in  Jackson, 
starting  Nov.  24.  Gene  Rester,  the 
church’s  youth  director,  said  the  prog¬ 
rams  will  start  each  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  at  10  and  end  at  12:30  p.m. 

Feature  Aims,  magic  acts,  games, 
and  puppets  will  be  part  of  the  special 
programming.  (During  the  summer 
the  Raymond  Road  youths  practiced 
to  perfect  their  skills  in  these. ) 

The  Metro  Cinema  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  movie  and  concession,  with 
other  programming  provided  by  the 
outreach  youth  ministry  of  Raymond 
Road  Baptist  Church. 

Children  who  attend  will  be  greeted 
by  colorful  clowns  giving  out  balloons 
and  children's  tracts,  and  will  be 
supervised  by  youths  and  adults  dur¬ 
ing  the  program 

“All  children  will  be  required  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  building  until  parents  re¬ 
turn  for  them  at  12:30,”  Rester  said. 

He  added,  “Good  programming  is 
hard  to  find  for  children  in  the  Jackson 
area,  and  we  hope  the  local  churches 
will  support  this  effort. 

“Although  much  of  the  program  will 
be  of  a  secular  nature,  the  youths  will 
lead  in  puppet  work  that  will  give  some 
spiritual  truths,  along  with  games  to 
help  prepare  children  in  the  use  of  the 
Bible.” 

Alan  Jones,  18, 


PEW  CUSHIONS 
Quality,  Comfort  and  beauty. 
We  believe  we  can 
save  your  church  money. 

3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  contact: 
Eugene  Hughes 
Route  2,  Box  159 A 
Gurdon.  Ark.  71743 
Ph.  (50U  353-6556 


Raymond  Road  youths  will  entertain  children  on  Saturdays  at  Metro-Center, 
Jackson. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  end  ityt*  lo  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guerenteed 
Write  tor  llluetreted  price  folder. 
“Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Greenwood.  Mlea.  38*30 


Fmmanuel  To 
Dedicate 
New  Building 

Emmanuel  Church,  Walnut  Grove, 
will  dedicate  its  new  church  building 
Sunday,  Nov.  25.  at  2  p.m. 

The  church  was  organized  June  18, 
1978.  with  47  charter  members. 

Tony  Henry,  church  clerk,  states, 
“We  invite  all  churches  to  come  help 
dedicate  this  new  church  which  the 
Alan  Jones,  18,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Lord  has  blessed  in  a  tremendous 
Wallace  Jones  of  Saucier,  was  killed  in  way.” 
an  automobile  accident  on  Oct.  3,  near 
his  home. 

In  a  Baptist  Record  article  in  1972, 

Alan  was  identified  as  one  of  the 
youngest  pianists  elected  by  a  church 
in  the  Gulf  Coast  Association  at  the  age 
of  10.  He  continued  to  serve  his  com¬ 
munity,  his  church,  his  Lord,  his  col¬ 
lege  student  body  until  the  time  of  his 
death. 

He  had  attended  mid-week  prayer 
service  and  was  taking  three  youths 
home  when  he  was  killed. 

Alan  particiapted  in  many  youth  and 
regular  revivals  along  the  coast  and 
was  making  plans  to  become  a  BSU 
summer  missionary.  A  memorial  fund 
has  been  established  in  his  memory  to 
help  the  Baptist  Student  Union  Center 
Building  Fund  on  the  Perkinston 
campus  where  Alan  was  a  freshman, 
and  a  BSU  officer  Alan  was  a  member 
of  Faithview  Church,  Saucier,  where 


FREE  CHURCH  MISSIONS  COMMITTEE  MANUAL 


Available  to  newly  formed  committees.  Send  chairman’s  name  and 
address  to 


J.  Ray  Grissett 

Cooperative  Missions  Department 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


BSU  Officer, 
Dies  In  Wreck 


Don  Francisco 

IN  CONCERT 
Nov.  29,  at  8:00  p.m.* 
at  Mississippi  State  University 
in  Lee  Hall  Auditorium 


Dial-A-Prayt 
At  Aberdeen 


Dial-A-Prayer  has  been  inaugurated 
at  Aberdeen,  reports  Sarah  Peugh. 
Area  ministers  give  devotional  mes¬ 
sages  and  prayers  each  day. 

This  is  a  24-hour  service.  The  Dial- 
A-Prayer  number  is  601-369-9257.  The 
motto  of  the  service  is  “Brighten  your 
day;  lighten  your  burden.” 


TICKETS 
$4.00  —  advance 
$4.50  —  at  the  door 


sponsored  by 

Baptist  Student  Union 
For  Student  Missions 


FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  MEMBERS  OF  MORRISON  HEIGHTS  CHURCH,  CLIN¬ 
TON  gathered  for  a  "Together  We  Build”  banquet  Nov  7  at  Ramada  Inn-Coliseum, 
Jackson.  The  dinner  launched  a  campaign  among  the  members  to  pledge  $700,000 
toward  the  building  of  a  $1 .325,000  multi-purpose  activities  and  education  building 
By  Nov.  18,  pledges  totaled  $433,000.  and  at  least  200  more  families  were  still  to  be 
contacted.  Speaker  for  the  dinner  was  L  Gordon  Sansing  of  Meridian,  shown  stand¬ 
ing  at  left.  Others,  left  to  right,  are  Mrs.  Sansing;  Mrs  Kermit  McGregor;  Kermit 
McGregor,  Morrison  Heights  pastor;  Lamar  Nail,  Building  Committee  chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Nail.  Seated  beyond  Sansing  on  the  left  is  Glen  Holmes,  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee 

. '■»!  •Mll/M-  . .  ... 


Baptist  mission  secretaries  from 
every  continent  are  making  a  survey 
of  "unevangelized  fields”  to  be  used  as 
background  for  planning  mission 
strategy.  The  group,  known  as  IMS 
(International  Mission  Secretaries), 
meets  annually  during  seSsidhS  of  lire 
Baptist  World  Alliance  General  Coun- 


Announcing  the  Opening  of  the 

1  NTiRTH'MfkSlSsfm  <Ynteh 

of  the 

NEW  ORLEANS  BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

at  the 

UNIVERSITY  CENTER 

Tupelo,  Mississippi 
JANUARY  20,  1980 


his  family  are  members 


Names  In  the  News 


Mrs.  Vincent  Scoper,  Jr.,  of  Laurel  Lind3  Axtell  of  Clinton,  senior  Chris- 
has  been  elected  as  President  of  the  tian  education  major  at  Wheaton  Col- 
Mississippi  College  National  Alumni  lege,  will  go  to  the  Dominican  Repub- 
m  Association,  the  lie  during  the  Thanksgiving  holidays. 
first  woman  to  hold  She  and  59  other  Wheaton  students  will 
that  office.  help  erect  400  pre-fabricated  shelters 

^36  The  former  Dell  for  homeless  Dominicans  in 
fSLpx  «  V  Dickins  of  Leland.  Jarabacoa  and  Nigua  where  a  river 
W  Mrs.  Scoper  is  a  overflowed  and  ruined  hundreds  of 
*,.**  w  w  1955  magna  cum  homes  following  Hurricane  David 
Vt  ~  laude  graduate  of  Local  families  will  prepare  housing 

Mississippi  College,  sites  and  assist  the  students  in  build- 
She  is  the  daughter  ing.  During  October  Wheaton  students 
Dell  Scoper  of  the  late  John  W.  collected  clothing  and  canned  food  and 
Dickins  and  Mrs.  Dickins  of  Leland.  shipped  these  supplies  through  the 

w  ,  .  ..  „  „  ,  Dominican  Consulate  to  some  of  the 

Mr  Dickins  served  on  the  College  s  hurricane>s  needlest  victims.  Linda  is 

^  M^Sre^r5  the  daughter  of  Alan  and  Betty  Axtell. 

riumbw  oLvears  ^thsmStmtoT' V*  Tw°  deacon  candldates  were  elected  RooHwwtager  as  new musicdinStor, 

a >{JZ N°V  * t0 as  ^fellows  for  six  and  gave  a  dinner  and  old-fash, aned 

resentina  the  fourth  generation  months,  then  be  ordained  to  begin  the  pounding  for  him  and  his  wife  Lilian 

resenting  Uie  tourtn  gene  a  .  deacon  rotatlon  pr0gram  at  Swiftwa-  on  Sept  30.  The  Hunsingers  moved 

Mrs.  Scoper  is  a  member  of  First  ter  Church,  Washington  Association,  from  the  Vaiden  Church.  Ken  McMil- 
Baptist  Church  of  Laurel,  where  she  The  two  candidates  are  Bobby  Naron  len  is  Clear  Creek  pastor 
caches  an  adult  Sunday  School  class,  and  Tommy  Cherry.  Deacon  chair- 

5he  is  WMU  director  of  the  Jones  man  is  Huev  Roden  Bruce  Gresham  has  resigned  the 


David  Crosby  is  the  new  pastor  of 
Bethel  Church,  Mississippi  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  and  his  family  go  to  the  church 
on  weekends,  as  he  is  a  student  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary 

Tommy  Miles  has  accepted  the  call 
of  Rock  Bluff  Church  ( Rankin )  as  pas¬ 
tor  Miles,  a  graduate  of  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege,  has  been  in  the  ministry  three 
years.  He  has  led  several  church  wide 
revivals,  been  a  speaker  at  youth  ral¬ 
lies  and  re  treaty,  and  led  an  associa- 
tional  crusade  mAlabama  through  the 
help  of  the  Max  Jones  Evangelistic  As¬ 
sociation  Inc.  of  Jackson,  of  which  he 
is  an  associate  evangelist.  He  also  was 
pastor  of  churches  in  Scott  Associa¬ 
tion. 

He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Sheena 
Comfort  of  Morton,  will  be  moving  into 
the  church  pastorium  with  their  infant 
son,  address  P.  O.  Box  525,  Morton, 
Ms  39117  (phone  537-3247.) 


iiene  Henderson,  B  A.  TTi  M  Th.D.,  pas-  Robert  Hamblin,  B.A.,  B.D.,  Th.D.,  D.D. 
tor  of  Fairview  Baptist  .Church,  Columbus,  pastor  of  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
teaching  •  Introduction  to  the  New  Testa-  Tupelo,  teaching  the  basic  course  ii 
ment  “Preaching." 

The  North  Mississippi  Center  of  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary  will  offer 
theological  preparation  for  ministry  for  persons  who  have  not  received  college  de¬ 
grees.  All  students  who  participate  in  this  program  will  be  enrolled  in  the  New 
Orleans  Seminary  through  its  off-campus  branch  in  the  University  Center  in  Tupelo 
f  or  more  information  or  application  forms,  write  or  call  Fred  B  Moseley,  Director  of 
the  School  of  Christian  Training,  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  3939 
Gentilly  Boulevard,  New  Orleans,  LA  70126. 


The  Hunsingers 


David  Wayne  Lature  has  accepted 
the  position  as  minister  of  activities  at 
First  Church,  Yazoo  City.  Lature  re- 
^ a places  Danny 
Johnson .  director  of 
youth  ministries, 
Zl  I  who  resigned  his 
W  post  at  the  Yazoo 
K  9  City  church  to  enter 

Southern  Seminary 
^  this  past  August. 

Lature.  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  is  a 
Lature  graduate  of  Murray 
State  University,  Murray,  Ky.,  and  a 
1979  graduate  of  Southern  Seminary. 
His  wife  Gaila  holds  a  B.S.  degree  in 
social  work  and  history  from  Murray 
State.  The  Latures  moved  to  Yazoo 
City  on  NoV.  13.  James  F.  Yates  is  pas- 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Irystal  Springs,  Mississippi 
Is  Featuring 


JERRY  CLOWER 


Guest  Preacher 


Billy  W.  Baker  has  resigned  as  pas-  Church,  Milton,  Fla 
tor  of  West  Shady  Grove  Church,  Roy  Myers  is  now 
Webster  Association,  and  has  begun  a  Church,  West  Point 
new  pastorate  at  pastor  of  Mt  Zion 
West  Ripley  dence. 
m  Church,  Tippah  As- 

sociation.  He  is  a  J*  Ham  has  resi 
’  ’**  V  native  of  Calhoun  rate  of  Handsboro 

1  ^M-Lity  and  a  graduate  Church,  Gulfport, 

V  Clarke  College  to  accept  the  pasto- 

HVw  and  Blue  Mountain  rate  of  the  Pine 
|^^^^College  and  has  View  Church, 
^  JT  jiMstudied  at  New  Or-  Gulfport.  He  was  at 
Baker  leans  Seminary.  He  Handsboro  for  four 
is  married  to  the  former  Rebecca  and  one-half  years. 
Morgan  of  Vardanian.  They  have  He  is  a  graduate  of 
three  children.  Diana.  Michael,  and  University  of 
Jonathan.  Their  new  address  is  1217  Alabama  and  New' 
West  Cooper  St.,  Ripley,  Ms.  38663.  Orleans  Seminary. 


Sunday,  November  25,  1979 
11:00  A.  M. 

Dr.  L.  Wayne  McCullar,  Pastor 


DAVID  LARRIMORE  celebrated  his  10th  anniversary  on  Oct.  1,  as  minister  of  music 
for  Calvary.  Tupelo.  The  church  on  Oct.  14.  gave  a  reception  honoring  him  and  his 
wife  Jeanette.  John  Armisteed  (right)  presented  a  plaque  and  love  offering  given  by 
members  of  the  church. 


Thursday,  November  lf7* 


Okahola  1 

Church 

Constituted 


■Devotional 


PAGE  C  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thankfulness  Ought  To  Show 

By  James  E.  Pugh,  Jr.,  Pastor,  Union  Church,  Meridian 
I  Luke  17:11*19 

Recently  I  had  occasion  to  demonstrate  my  upbringing  by  holding  a  door  open 
for  a  lady  who  was  coming  my  wdV .  Though  I  went  td some  trouble  to  do  so,  rather 
than  a  smile  or  a  word  of  thanks,  I  received  a  haughty  scowl.  I  must  confess  that 


Okahola  Church,  was  recently  con¬ 
stituted^  with  Ray  Grissett,  Consul¬ 
tant,  Cooperative  Missions,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  bring¬ 
ing  the  special  message.  The  church 
was  accepted  into  the  Lamar  County 
Association. 

Okahola  began  as  a  mission  of  First 
Church  of  Purvis  in  June,  1978.  It  is 
located  on  Black  Creek  in  Okahola 
community.  Land  was  donated  and  the 
church  is  presently  meeting  in  the 
double-wide  chapel  trailer  furnished 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

Jim  Stagg  is  pastor.  The  church  has 
62  members;  Sunday  School  enroll¬ 
ment  is  82.  The  building  fund  has  re¬ 
ceived  $17,000.  Plans  to  start  a  building 
immediately  have  been  completed. 
The  church  motto  is:  “A  Growing 
Church  for  a  Coming  Lord.” 


for  a  moment,  I  considered  giving  up  the  practice. 

Everyone  likes  to  be  appreciated,  especially  when  we  do 
something  for  someone,  and  we  like  for  that  appreciation  to 
show.  The  only  way  we  can  really  know  if  we  are  appreciated 
is  jf  it  shows  in  the  other  person’s  actions  and  words. 

Luke  records  that  when  the  Lord  Jesus  healed  the  ten  lepers 
only  one  returned  to  say,  “thank  you.”  Christ’s  question,  “but 
where  are  the  nine?”,  demonstrates  unmistakably  that  God 
wants  us  to  express  our  appreciation  of  His  blessings. 


Confidence 


Golden  Fields 


Let  Us  Give  Thanks! 


Lord, 

in  your  crucible 
I  have  been  purified 


have  not  overwhelmed  me 
because  of  your  promises 
I  have  walked  behind 
as  You  have  led 
Your  abundance  is  mine 
Praises  echo  in  my 
heart’s  deepest  crevices 
because  of  Your  goodness 


■  We  ought  to  show  our  thankfulness  because  it  is  right  to  do 
Pugh  so.  The  Word  tells  us  over  and  over  to  give  thanks.  We  ought  to 

show  our  thankfulness  because  we  are  commanded  to  do  so.  All  else  in  Creation 
does,  and  most  certainly  God’s  people  should  praise  Him !  We  ought  to  show  our 
thankfulness  because  it  is  our  testimony  to  this  world  tlfet  God  is;  He  is  alive  and 
we  belong  to  Him! 

We  must  show  it  by  the  way  we  act  and  by  the  way  we  talk.  Too  many  of  today’s 
Christians  have  retreated  into  the  Devil’s  dungeon  of  silence  where  they  “live 
their  testimjony”  but  they  never  tell  it.  Certainly  we  must  live  our  thankfulness 
but  unless  we  continually  direct  the  attention  of  those  around  us  to  God  by  our 
words  of  praise,  we  will  never  truly  be  witnesses  unto  Him,  nor  will  we  show  that 
we  are  truly  thankful. 

“Let  your  light  ( words)  so  shine  onyour  good  works  that  as  men  see  them,  they 
may  glorify  your  Father  which  is  ifffleaven”  (Matthew  5:16). 


-Helen  F  Monroe 

Never  Far  Away 

pod  of  vast  worlds  unknown. 

we  bask  in  your  heart’s  ray 

You '.  sve  sent  far  us;  you  gave  your  Son 

to  gentle  the  space  and  make  possible  the  way 

Heal  our  tired  spirits 
Lift  us  bodily  when  we  fall 
We  quake  with  many  fears,  and  death 
Intervenes  before  eternity  lor  all 


Thanksgiving 

As  1  awoke  and  looked  out  at  the  pretty  leaves.  I 

thanked  God  I  had  eyes  to  see  all  the  beauty  -  the 
blue  sky.  the  sunshming  through  I  thanked  Him  for 
the  earth,  the  slues  and  seas 
The  Lord  blesses  me  each  time  He  gives  me 
another  day.  another  night  to  rest  and  sleep  1  thank 
Him  for  children,  for  brothers  and  sisters  and 
mothers  and  fathers.  I  thank  Him  for  the  rain  and 
birds  that  sing.  1  thank  Him  for  love  that  s  tn* 

I  thank  Him  for  the  birth  of  His  only  Son.  sent  to 

earth  and  for  the  blood  that  was  shed  for  me  Oh. 
the  Lord  blesses  me  in  so  many  ways  I  Gertrude 
James 


A  Southern  Fall 


MK  Flown  To  Dallas 
After  Car  Accident 


Blend  your  creative  mind  with  ours 
Let  our  faith  make  gold  the  grey  dawn, 
and  may  our  searching  little  prayers  ■ ; 
bring  the  heavens  down  in  spirit  and  in  psalm 

Rejoice.  Lord,  you've  find  the  lost  one! 

Then  let  us  all  search  your  ways 
to  enter  into  your  gates  with  thanksgiving 
and  into  your  courts  with  praise  ' 


Pastor’s  Son  Dies  In  Accident 


ABIDJAN,  Ivory  Coast  (BP)  —  The 
one-year-old  daughter  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 
Mitchell  Land,  has  been  flown  to  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas,  for  medical  treatment 
after  being  run  over  by  a  car. 

The  extent  of  injuries  is  not  known, 
although  Mae  Elizabeth  does  have  a 
broken  pelvis  and  cannot  walk.  Mrs. 
Land  and  the  child  were  scheduled  to 
arrive  in  Dallas  Nov.  8,  from  their 
missionary  home  in  Abidjan,  Ivory 
Coast. 

Land  and  the  couple’s  other  three 
children  will  follow  at  a  later  date.  The 
Lands,  Texas  natives,  were  scheduled 
to  begin  furlough  at  the  end  of  De¬ 
cember. 

Tanner  To  Speak, 
Gulf  Coast  M  Night 

Bill  Tanner,  executive  secretary, 
Home  Mission  Board,  Atlanta,  Ga.  will 
be  guest  speaker  for  M  Night  on  Nov. 
26  at  First  Church.  Long  Beach. 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First 
Church,  Bay  St.  Louis,  will  present 
special  music. 

Tanner,  a  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Gulfport,  will  bring  a  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  challenge.  As  director 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board  he  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  implementing  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  plans  in  the  U.S. 

Frank  Barnes,  associational  Church 
Training  director. 


Oct.  27,  and  as  they  were  returning  to 
their  vehicle  the  boys  had  arrived 
first.  As  David  Lee’s  companion  was 
unloading  his  gun  it  accidentally  fired, 
and  the  entire  shot  load  struck  David 
in  the  heart,  killing  him  instantly. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in 
Baxley  Oct.  28  with  E.  L.  .and  John 
Lewis  officiating.  The  remains  were 
flown  to  Purvis,  for  concluding  ser¬ 
vices  on  Oct.  30.  Troy  Sumrall,  Mike 
Lee,  Wylie  Johnson,  and  Richard 
Miley  officiated. 


David  Lee  Townsend,  14  year  old  son 
of  Hev.  and  Mrs  David  E.  Townsend, 
native  Mississippi  pastor,  and  re¬ 
cently  pastor  of  Coaltown  Fellowship 
Church  in  Purvis,  was  accidentally  kil¬ 
led  iira  hunting  accident  on  Oct-  27, 
near  Baxley,  Ga.,  where  Townsend 
had  assumed  the  pastorate  of  Wood- 
lawn  Church  on  July  1,  1979.  Besides 
his  parents,  David  Lee  is  survived  by 
one  sister,  Elva  Renee. 

According  to  investigative  sources, 
Pastor  Townsend  had  taken  David  Lee 
and  his  friend  on  a  hunting  trip  Sat. 


Violet  Tackett 


BSU  Gives 
Party  At 
Nursing  Home 


Parkway,  Natchez 
Oversubscribes 
1980  Budget 

Parkway  Church,  Natchez,  has 
oversubscribed  its  record  1980  budget 
of  $321,553.  The  announcement  was 
made  on  November  4,  Victory  Day,  by 
Charles  Price,  director  of  the  Church’s 
Forward  Program  of  Church  Finance. 

A  total  of  $321,857  has  been  pledged 
to  the  financial  support  of  the  church 
for  the  coining  year.  Commitment 
cards  were  returned  by  498  persons; 
over  300  pledged  to  give  at  least  a  tithe. 

This  is  the  fourth  consecutive  year 
that  the  church’s  budget  has  been 
over-subscribed,  in  the  Forward 
Program  emphasis 

At  the  church-wide  fellowship  din¬ 
ner  and  children’s  party,  over  700  were 
in  attendance,  in  the  Natchez  Conven¬ 
tion  Center  W.  E.  “Bill”  Thorn  was 
speaker 

The  human  mind  cannot  go  beyond 
the  heights  and  moral  culture  of  Chris¬ 
tendom.  as  it  gleams  and  radiates 
from  the  Gospels.  —  Goethe 


Bay  Vista 

Commissions 

Mastersons 

Jerry  and  Joyce  Masterson  were 
commissioned  into  the  Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps  in  a  service  Oct.  28  at  Bay 
Vista  Church.  Biloxi. 

The  Mastersons  shared  their  tes¬ 
timony.  They  will  be  serving  in  lan¬ 
guage  missions  in  Denver,  Colo. 

Others  on  program  included  Paul 
Vandercook,  director.  Language  Mis¬ 
sions.  Gulf  Coast,  and  Randall  Perry, 
pastor  | 


The  Baptist  Student  Union  of  the 
Northeast  Mississippi  Junior  College 
held  a  Halloween  Party  for  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Aletha  Lodge  Nursing  Home, 
Nov.  1.  This  was  a  part  of  the  weekly 
ministry  to  the  Lodge  by  interested 
students. 

After  refreshments  were  served, 
and  favorite  songs  sung,  the  students 
acted  out  several  skits.  Trick  or  treat 
bags  were  delivered  to  38  bed-ridden 
residents. 

Students  who  attended  were: 
Donald  McKinney,  Beckie  Waddle, 
Kathy  McElroy,  Lisa  Cox,  Paul 
Wright,  Kathy  Bain,  Donnie  Matth¬ 
ews,  and  Susan  Parker. 

BSU  Director  at  NEMJC  is  Joe 
Cobb.  Associate  director  is  Larry 
Wimberly.  The  Aletha  Lodge  directors 
are  Mrs.  Juanita  Perry,  director,  and 
Mrs.  Edith  Breedlove,  activities  direc- 


Perry  presented  certificates  from 
the  church  and  from  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  A  reception  was  held  after  the 
service. 


Combating  Forces  Of  Evil 


A  Vicious  Cycle 


The  battle  with  the  enemy  is  critical,  comes  from  a  Greek  word  which  liter- 
The  term  “wrestle”  paints  a  powerful  aUy  means  ..firm  foundation.”  The 
and  graphic  picture  in  the  minds  of  the  Christian  soldier  is  to  go  into  combat 
Ephesians.  In  the  Greek  world  a  established  and  founded  upon  the  gos- 
wrestling  match  concluded  with  the  pel  0f  p^e  It  is  the  gospel  which  re¬ 
loser  having  his  eyes  gouged  out.  Paul  solves  the  conflict  between  good  and 
is  saying  that  the  Christian’s  struggle  evjj 

against  the  powers  of  evil  is  no  less  4.  Shield  of  Faith  (v.  16).  The  Roman 
desperate  and  fateful.  soldier  carried  a  large  and  very  sturdy 

II.  The  Christian’s  Armor  shield.  Flaming  missiles  would  catch 

(vv.  10, 13-20)  in  its  thick  cover  and  burn  out 

Warfare  against  supernatural  be-  harmlessly.  The  Christian  needs  a 
ings  demands  supernatural  weaponry,  shield  against  the  temptations  hurled 
Paul  encourages  us  to  be  strong  in  the  as  “fiery  darts”  by  satan.  The  best  de- 
Lord"  (v.  10).  The  verb  here  is  passive  fense  against  evil  is  a  sure  and  solid 
indicating  that  God  is  the  one  who  does  faith  in  God 

the  strengthening.  He  is  our  source.  5.  Helmet  of  Salvation  (v.  17).  The 
We  must  have  his  “full  armor  in  assurance  of  one’s  salvation  in  Christ 
order  to  “stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  is  an  indispt  siblepartofthearmor.lt 
devil  (v.  11) .1  The  Greek  term  trans-  is  when  we  doubt  our  eternal  security 
lated  “stand  against  or  ‘  resist  is  in  the  Lord  that  we  are  most  vulnera- 
where  we  get  our  word  antihis-  ble  to  the  devil’s  attacks.  But,  if  we 
tamine.  So,  Paul  is  telling  us  to  give  know  whose  we  are,  we  can  effectively 
the  old  devil  a  shot  of  medicine.  deal  with  the  conflicts  of  life. 

The  analogy  of  the  armor  must  not  6  Swort  of  Sp|rlt  (y  17)  The 
be  pressed  too  far.  John  Calvin  used  to  “word  of  God”  may  refer  to  the  living 
say,  “Nothing  can  be  more  idle  than  word,  Jesus,  or  to  the  written  word, 
the  extraordinary  pains  which  some  Most  probably  it  refers  to  both,  for 
have  taken  to  discover  why  righteous-  they  realiy  cannot  ^  separated.  Heb- 
ness  is  made  a  breastplate  instead  of  a  rews  4 : 12  says,  “For  the  word  of  God  is 
girdle.”  However,  it  is  important  to  quick.  and  powerful  and  sharper  than 
stress  the  need  for  the  full  armor,  any  two-edged  sword. ..”  The  sword  is 
Whatever  is  lacking  limits  our  ability  both  a  defensive  and  offensive 
to  contend  against  the  forces  of  evil,  weapon.  Satan  cannot  cope  with  the 
l.Truth(v.  14). Truth,  whereveritis  power  of  the  Word 
found  and  in  whatever  form,  ulti-  7  Prayer ,  vv  18.20)  Although  not  a 
mately  derives  from  the  God  who,  part  0f  the  armor  analogy,  prayer  is 
while  in  the  flesh,  said,  I  am  the  the  means  of  experiencing  God's  pro- 
truth.”  God  is  the  source  of  all  truth.  vision  for  our  lives.  It  is  in  communion 
Satan  is  the  “father  of  lies,”  and  can-  with  Him  that  we  are  “clothed"  in  his 
not  survive  in  an  atmosphere  of  truth,  power  and  might 
Evil  thrives  only  where  men  are  dis-  In  conclusion,  scholars  have  often 
honest  and  deceitful.  Wheie  there  is  noted  that  no  provisions  are  made  in 
openness,  honesty  and  truthfulness  the  armor  for  the  soldier's  back.  Obvi- 
Satan  cannot  be  comfortable.  ously,  our  Supreme  Commander  has 

_  .  2.  Righteousness  (v.  14)  Paul  is  not  made  no  plans  in  the  battle  with  evil 

Paganism  assumes  that  all  that  can  be  talking  about  justifying  righteousness,  f of  retreat.  The  promise  is  clear :  . 

done  is  to  accept  this  control.  The  or  being  made  right  with  God  when  we  .we  are  more  than  conquerors  through 

Christian  gospel  declares  war  on  it!  first  believed.  He  is  referring  to  him  that  loved  us”  (Romans  8  §7L 

There  is  the  enemy !  sanctifying  righteousness  which  is  the 

The  enemy  is  crafty  (v.  11).  From  product  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  - 

his  introduction  in  the  Book  to  the  last  a  yielded  Christian  life.  The  best 

pertinent  statement  this  truth  is  un-  weapon  against  evil  is  a  stroqg  com-  The  Baptist  World  Alliance  is  seek- 
derscored.  He  is  pictured  as  a  secpent  mitment  to  the  right.  \  ing  financial  contributions  for  the  con- 

in  Genesis  3  because  the  serpent  is  3.  Gospel  of  Peace  ( v.  15) .  This  verse  struct! on  of  20  new  church  buildings  in 

■more  subtle  than  any  beast  of  the  is  a  reflection  of  the  statement  in  Hungary.  Government  permission  al- 

field. .  •”  The  person  who  feels  confi-  Isaiah  52:7,  as  it  is  caught  up  In  Ro-  ready  has  been  granted  for  the  con- 

dent  about  matching  wits  with  the  mans  10:15,  “How  beautiful  upon  the  struction.  It  is  hoped  that  some  con- 

devil  has  already  fallen  into  his  snare.  mountain  are  the  feet  of  him  that  gregations  in  more  affluent  countries 

We  cannot  contend  with  him  in  our  own  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  published  may  “adopt”  a  sister  church  and  un- 

strength  and  intellect.  peace.”  The  term  “preparation”  derwrite  building  costs. 


ceeded  by  a  generation  who  knows  not 
what  God  has  done  for  us. 

II.  A  Compromise  With  Culture 
iJudges  2:11-13) 

Be  sure  to  note  the  opening  phrase  of 
verse  eleven:  “And  the  children  of  Is¬ 
rael  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  .” 

A  fuller  explanation  of  what  they  did 
covers  these  four  verses.  They  became 
idolatrous.  They  disobeyed  the  direct 
commandment  of  God.  “Thou  shalt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me”  * 

(Exodus  20:3).  What  they  did  was  in 
ignorance  (v.  10)  and  probably  was 
.done  under  the  influence  of  peer  pres¬ 
sure,  insecurity  and  a  desire  to  over¬ 
step  the  bounds  of  their  humanity,  but, 
whatever  the  reasons  might  have 
been,  it  was  sin.  It  was  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord. 

III.  A  Time  Of  Reckoning 
(Judges  2:14-15) 

“Sowing”  and  ’reaping”  are  laws  of 
nature.  The  spiritual  law  of  man’s  re¬ 
lationship  with  God  involved  suffering 
the  consequences  when  they  forsook 
the  covenant  relationship.  As  they  be¬ 
came  steeped  in  sin,  their  moral  fiber 
and  national  unity  was  destroyed. 

They  became  easy  prey  in  a  hostile 
world. 

Later  we  have  identification  of  their 
plunderers.  The  Mesopotamians 
(3:8).  the  Moabites  (3:12-14),  Midian- 
ites,  Amalekites,  and  Sons  of  the  East 
(6:3),  Ammonites  (10:7)  and  the 
Philistines  (13  :1)  all  become  the  tools 
in  God’s  hand  to  bring  judgment  on 
this  disobedient  people. 

In  one  respect  their  heritage  served 
them  well,  for  in  the  Hebrew  mind  Monday  night,  Nov.  26,  is  the  date  for 
these  acts  were  interpreted  as  from  “M”  Night.  1979.  William  M.  Hinson. 
God  as  acts  of  divine  judgment.  They  pastor  of  First  Church,  New  Orleans, 
could  understand  the  message  about  will  be  the  speaker  in  Lauderdale  As- 
their  sin  and  the  need  for  repentance,  sociation.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in 

IV.  A  Time  Of  Deliverance  Highland  Church,  Meridian. 

(Judges  2.15-16)  Elmo  McLaurin,  minister  of  educa- 

God  had  not  dealt  with  this  people  for  tion  for  Highland,  is  the  association’s 
so  many  years  for  nought,  nor  had  He  Church  Training  director  and  will 
forgotten  his  covenant  with  them.  His  preside  at  the  meeting.  Music  will 
method  of  dealing  with  their  apostasy  be  under  the  direction  of  Franklin 
was  deliberate  and  careful.  *  Denham,  minister  of  music  at  Higb- 

As  the  oppressors  came,  God  not  land.  The  Highland  Church  Choir  will 
only  withdrew  His  power  from  them,  sing. 

but  aided  the  invaders  to  bring  the  The  theme  is  “Equipping  for  Mis- 
people  to  a  state  of  brokenness.  Never  sion.”  Attendance  banners  for  the 
did  he  let  them  be  completely  de-  church  with  the  largest  number  at- 
stroyed  Twelve  times  he  raised  up  tending  and  the  church  with  the  high- 
from  their  midst  champions  or  leaders  est  percentage  of  its  Church  Training 
(called  in  the  Scriptures  “judges")  to  enrolment  attending,  will  be  awarded. 


By  W .  I  nomas  Baddley 
First  Church,  Brandon 
Judges  2 

There  is  a  familiar  saying  that  his¬ 
tory  repeats  itself.  Some  serious  scho¬ 
lars  have  gone  to  great  lengths  to  de¬ 
monstrate  the  “cycles”  of  any  great 
nation.  Today,  many  relate  the  moral 
decadence  in  America  to  the  period 
immediately  preceding  the  fall  of  the 
Romans. 

From  a  less  studied,  but  logical 
perspective,  we  can  give  an  explana¬ 
tion  for  this  “cycle”  phenomenon. 
Human  nature  is  the  same  in  every 
generation.  Satan’s  influence  leads 
people  into  sin,  and  God  keeps  on  with 
his  loving,  grace-filled  reckoning  and 
delivering. 

The  book  of  Judges  gives  us  both 
summary  accounts  and  individual  il¬ 
lustrations  of  the  way  it  was  with  God's 
covenant  people.  They  had  followed 
Moses,  and  finally,  under  his  succes¬ 
sor,  Joshua,  had  claimed  the  Prom¬ 
ised  Land.  While  Joshua  remained 
alive,  the  people  who  had  experienced 
the  conquest  remained  faithful  to  their 
covenant  responsibilities.  Later  gen¬ 
erations.  however,  were  not  so  com¬ 
mitted.  They  didn’t  have  a  vital  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  God  of  the  covenant, 
and  so  fell  into  pagan  practices. 

Our  focal  passages  (Judges  2:10-17) 
gives  a  summary  of  the  whole  history 
of  this  period.  Judges  2  :6-10  serves  as  a 
conjunction  between  the  books  of 
Joshua  and  Judges.  With  Judges  1:1- 
2:5  outlining  the  theological  and  his¬ 
torical  status  of  Israel  during  the 
period  of  the  judges  we  come  to  the 
actual  beginning  of  Judges. 

I.  A  Lost  Generation  (Judges  2:16) 

The  responsibility  of  communica¬ 
tion  is  vividly  shown  here.  A  people 
provided  for,  protected,  and  empo¬ 
wered  by  God,  somehow  failed  to 
communicate  what  had  been  done  for 
them.  “.  .  .  and  there  arose  another 
generation  which  kijew  not  the  Lord; 
nor  yet  the  works  which  He  had  done 
for  Israel.”  Later  passages  indicate 
that  the  people  were  probably  willfully 
ignorant  of  God.  Whatever  the  reason, 
it  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  Is¬ 
rael. 

Someone  has  said  that  Christianity 
is  only  one  generation  away  from  ex¬ 
tinction.  If  we  fail  to  give  God  the  glory 
and  lead  others  to  God  through  His  Son 
Jesus,  we  theoretically  could  be  suc- 


peopie.  we  must  De  a  real  trial  to  tne  ^nses  the  enormity,  of  the  struggle  of 
patience  of  God  as  we  so  often  stray  or  each  one  0f  j,js  readers.  He  searches 
give  half-hearted  obedience  to  his  di-  bis  heart  and  mind  for  the  best  way  to 
vine  direction.  Yet,  still  he  says,  phrase  his  message. 

“Come.”  paul  js  under  house  arrest  by 

V.  The  Vicious  ( Destructive  1  Cycle  Roman  decree.  He  is  chained  daily  to  a 

(Judges  2:17-18)  Roman  soldier.  Suddenly  it  comes  tc 

One  would  think  that  Israel  would  him  in  a  burst  of  inspiration  —  the 
have  learned  a  lesson  from  her  past  Christian  is  a  soldier,  and,  as  such, 
experiences,  but,  instead,  Israel  kept  niust  have  his  armor.  The  apostle 
on  falling  and  being  picked  up,  falling  takes  the  common  picture  of  a  sofdier 
and  being  picked  up.  Israel  sinned.  Is-  ^  translates  it  into  Christian  truth, 
rael  was  punished.  Israel  repented.  Is¬ 
rael  was  delivered.  Then,  Israel  I.  The  Enemy  Identified 
started  all  over  again  on  the  vicious  (vv.  11-12) 

cycle.  The  forces  against  which  we  strug- 

In  his  commentary  on  this  lesson,  gle  are  not  “flesh  and  blood,”  but  the 
Dr.  Herschel  Hobbs  states  that  “In  devil  and  all  his  demonic  allies.  The 
practically  every  other  area  of  life,  enemy  is  not  human,  but  superhuman, 
each  generation’  builds  upon  the  foun-  He  is  not  natural,  but  supernatural, 
dation  of  its  forebearers.  However,  The  terms  “principalities,”  “pow- 
this  is  not  the  case  in  religion  and  mor-  ers,”  “rulers  of  darkness,”  etc. ,  refer 
als.  There  man  insists  on  starting  from  to  various  classes  of  demonic  powers, 
scratch.  The  result  is  that  people  go  on  “High  ( heavenly)  places”  suggest  the 
making  the  same  mistakes  and  com-  stars  and  planets  which  were  thought 
mitting  the  same  sins.”  to  be  the  abode  of  evil  forces.  These 

Are  we  involved  in  a  “vicious  cycle”  forces,  abiding  in  the  stars,  were 
in  our  relationship  with  God?  If  so,  thought  to  control  the  lives  of  men. 
where  on  the  circle  are  we?  TYiis  is  a  plain  reference  to  astrology. 


